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The Brishane Reneriory  Theatre
Boclety has every remson to be gratl-
fied with the sueccess which attended
the presentation by its players at the
Princess Theatre, South Brisbane, on
Saturday evening of "Lady Precious
Stream.” An ul-d‘ Chinese play, done
inte  English wmecording  to  its
traditional style, by 8. I. Hslung If
the play, as sglaged, represented a
triumph for Mliss Barbara Blsley, the
producer, it was no less a triumph for
every player Iln the large cast of 35.
The play was sented In strict ae-
rordance with the cohventions of the
Chinese theatre, which, lke the
medieval English stage, hes an almost
complete absence of the properties and
stage settings Lo which  Occldental
theatre audiences nre accustomed. The
audience had to furnish the  bare
hoards of the stage with soenery and
appurtenances from thelr own | -
inationt—an amusing and ntremml[y
navel experience, after the overcrowded
sssortmenl of property minutise that
Weslern playwrights employ. Actually,
apart from a few Chinese piacards and
tome chalrs and stools, there was no
attempt at stage decor. A mountaln
pags was represehted by a  eanvas
gscreen; the enbry into s “room™ was
made réallstic only by the player going
through the motlons of opening the
non-exlsting door, and ralsing his feet
elght ineles off the ground to eross
an Imaginary door-slli, Two men
with wooden swords represented an
army; the genersl In reviewing hi=
LroopE, arcended to the mountain
top by the simple device of mounting |
a chalr nnd looking over & screen |
The hera was shown to be mounted
on & horse by the fact that he car-
ried 8 riding whip, end the dumb
show actions of mounting and dis-
mounting.

SIMPLICITY AND CHARM

Thus, the drama wes reduced ta Lhe |
primitive essentials of speech  and
gesture, and the nlmost entire absence
of adventitious aids, threw into high
relief the simpilcity and charm of the
production, and the natural art of the
dctors,

The play opens with tiie Prime Min-
lster. Hie Excellency Wang  Yun,
waddling Importanudy into the centrec
af the stage, 1o preside over a confer.
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waddling Importanudy into the centrec
af the stage, 1o preside over a confer.
ence of the Wang family. Trotiing
SUDMIESIVELY 10 N1E WaKe Come Mpdame
Wang and their two daughters, Gol-
den Btream atd Silver Btream, the
respective wives of Bu, the Dragon
General, and Wel, the Tiger General,
who moke a dignified entry, with/
drogping moustaches, and hands tucked |
in the eapaclous sleeves of 1heir man-
darin gowns  The subject of the con-
ference 18 the marriage of Wang's|
voungest deughter. Precious Stream.|
the apple of his eye. Bhe rejects the
noble and wealthy suitors her father
has rponsored, and with the ald of
Hsieh-Ping-Kuel, the humble gardener
of the house of Wang, who i also &
poet, and a lliter of h-uiz welghts,
she [oils the marriage plan, She s cagl
forth from her family, but virtue
(riumphs in the end when Haleh-Plong-
Kuel becomes a king, and all ends well
—except for Wang and Wei.

As Precious SBtream, Mlss Aflsa
Erimmer, interpreted her role with &
natural simplicity, and exhibited &
charming restraint in sitgations where
1t would have been essy to over-act;
Mr, Wigel Jackson adeguately filled
the role of the © 2 the tall and stal-
wart Hsieh-Ping-Kuel, and highly
competent performahees were also

ven by Patricia Trace (8llver

tream, Daphne Prancls (Princes:s of
the Western Heglong', and Tom
MoMinn (Wang Yun), Roy Black (Wel,
the Tiger Generali, and Ludovie Gor-
don, who appeared in the dual role
of an old suitor and Mu. the decrepit
guardian of the third pass, Invested
thelr roles with considerable humour,
and provided most of the comedy re-
lief to a drams, which took three
hours to stage  Appropriate inciden-
tal Oriental muslc was played by the
soclety's archestrs, conducted by Mr.
Erich John.

“Lady Preciows Btream" will be re-

peated on August B and 15,
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